Dear Parents, Relatives and Friends,

 After a whirlwind summer of exciting Fleet training and well deserved leave periods, the entire Brigade has reformed and is already enthusiastically tackling the challenges of the Academic Year.  Before I begin discussing the upcoming semester, however, I would like to share with you the very sad news that recently occurred involving a member of our extended family.  If you were unaware, we lost one of our graduates from the Class of 2002, Captain Matt Freeman, USMC.  He was tragically killed while deployed to Afghanistan and we ask that you keep his family, friends, and classmates in your thoughts and prayers as we continue to mourn this tremendous loss.  The Naval Academy family honored Captain Freeman’s life on Wednesday, 26 August, during a committal service in the Naval Academy Chapel.  His contributions to the Navy and Marine Corps team are etched indelibly in our minds and we will miss him terribly.

Since my last correspondence, I wanted to highlight our Professional Development Department’s execution of an extremely complex summer training continuum that sent your midshipmen to Fleet concentration areas all over the world.  I was very pleased we brought every one of them back to the Yard safely and with their return an array of life long memories and experiences that will carry them forward into the 2010 Academic Year.  Specifically, 2,159 midshipmen participated in Fleet cruises on board ships, aviation squadrons, submarines, and at various Marine Corps combat commands.  Additionally, almost all of our 2/C MIDN participated in PROTRAMID, a summer training opportunity that immersed them in the operations and capabilities of our ground, air, and sea going assets throughout the United States.
While many of our midshipmen embraced the myriad training opportunities the Navy and Marine Corps team had to offer, there was also a sizeable contingent that reported to USNA throughout the summer to participate in the professional development of our new family members in the Class of 2013.  The training of each new plebe class requires a renewed dedication to upholding military standards and traditions, and the Class of 2010 did a superb job in flawlessly executing the rigorous schedule of Plebe Summer!  With this being another intense Plebe Summer on the shores of the Severn, I am exceptionally proud to report that the 4/C Regiment boasted its lowest attrition rate in Naval Academy history with only 15 plebes not completing Plebe Summer—a true testament to the superior leadership of the Class of 2010 and to the determination and spirit of the Class of 2013.
As the Brigade sets its sights on the challenges of the fall semester and the pageantry of the fall sports season, we have also already experienced several defining milestones since the return of our midshipmen.  The Class of 2011 signed their commitment papers on Friday, 21 August, and participated in a Commitment Dinner on the 24th of August with their “Another Link in the Chain” counterparts, the Class of 1961.  We are excited for and humbled by the Class of 2011’s decision to continue at USNA and serve our great nation after commissioning wearing Navy and Marine Corps colors.  Finally, the Class of 2012 is filling a critical role in the Brigade as the new mentors for the Class of 2013 and they are already proving capable in possessing the skills and leadership required to support this important mission.
With all of the special events and happenings being planned and executed around the Yard this time of year, I wanted to pass along a well deserved thank you to the Faculty, Staff, Alumni Association & Foundation, the Parent’s Organizations, and certainly the Brigade for its impressive support of our extended Naval Academy Family and local community.  All have worked diligently and I am hugely appreciative.  Of particular note, the Brigade will host our first home football game of the 2009 season against Louisiana Tech on 12 September; the 2/C Parent’s Weekend will be held from 11-13 September; and the 1/C community assignment recognition is tentatively scheduled for the week of 16 November.  These are just a few, but as we continue to look forward to the many important upcoming events, I thought you would find the following list of particular interest and for inclusion in your own long range planning and scheduling:

· Thanksgiving Break             25 November          
  Early academic schedule 

                                                                                         (MIDN can depart on leave 









  following their last military 









   /academic obligation)



                                     29 November                Leave expires (all classes)




                           at 1800

· Examination Period

 15-22 December           Examination Period (MIDN 

                                                                                          may depart on leave 

   following their last 

   exam/military obligation)
· End-of-Semester Leave 
 23 Dec - 08 Jan             Leave expires (all classes) 

   at 1800
Once again, I am truly excited to welcome all of our midshipmen and Naval Academy Family back to Annapolis for the 2010 Academic Year and I am certain that this year will promise many new accomplishments and memories for the entire Brigade.  I look forward to meeting and seeing all of you throughout the semester on the Yard or around the Annapolis area.  My staff and I are always open to important feedback as to how we are doing in developing these future Navy & Marine Corps Leaders and please look for another update from me as the semester progresses.  Until then, I wish you all the best and ask you to continue keeping these tremendous young men and women of the Brigade in your thoughts and prayers.
NAVY BLUE & GOLD FOREVER!

Matt Klunder

Captain, U.S. Navy

Commandant of Midshipmen

